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The murder of Shafilea Ahmed is a tragedy that has shaken the entire Warrington community. In
particular as members of the Pakistani Muslim community we abhor and utterly condemn the
actions of Iftikhar and Farzana Ahmed that have now come to light. Throughout this ordeal we have
been offering prayers for Shafilea. Now that justice has been delivered we again pray that God
Almighty grants her everlasting peace.

Each and every member of the Warrington community is in absolute shock and deeply upset that
such events took place in our midst, behind closed doors in what should have been a place of
comfort and safety - a loving family home.

This is a severe and disturbing case of domestic violence because here we have the most precious
relationship of child and parent being violated in a most despicable way.  Islam places a huge
emphasis on the sanctity and dignity of any form of life and especially so of human life. A person
who brings a child into this world has the responsibility to nurture, love and protect that child.  The
Prophet Muhammad (May the peace of God be upon him) teaches that children are a gift from God
and parents are entrusted to safeguard and protect them whilst under their custodianship.

Much has been reported in recent weeks and months in relation to honour killings and that this was
yet another example.  Let us be crystal clear – there is no honour in killing – in fact the Quran
categorically states that no other crime has been given a more severe and lengthy punishment than
to intentionally murder another person.

This has been an extremely difficult and complex investigation.  We wish to praise the Police and CPS
for their continued perseverance with this case. At times there has been some uncertainty and
confusion around this case and we are relieved that finally justice has been delivered.

End



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Notes  to Editor

1) Warrington Islamic Association (WIA) was established in 2000 with the aim of serving the
growing Warrington community’s needs.

2) WIA has taken a proactive approach in running educational programmes for the community.
These include monthly talks/discussions for males and females and we run daily Islamic
classes for children. Just some of these topics include respect of others, the Quran and
prophet’s teachings, domestic violence, social integration, etc. We continue to educate our
community on all walks of life.

3) WIA is a developing Islamic Organisation that stands for justice, peace and equality - the
essential principles of Islam. We are supported and guided through the teachings of our local
Imams but WIA also consults with senior national Islamic organisations and scholars.

4) The Quran verse quoted is taken from (Surah Nisa 4:93).
5) Over the years we have forged very close ties with Warrington Borough Council, Cheshire

Police and various agencies including the Council of Faiths. WIA would like to thank all our
partners for their continued support.
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